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_ The Prefent Extraordinary 


I. A Brief Defcription thereof, and its Natural Celeftial 
~ Canfes inquired into. | 
“TI..An Account of the moft Eminent Frofts that have hap- 
_ Pen’d for many Hundred years paft, and what followed 
‘thereupon. | 
HI. Philofophical Prefages of what may be feared now to en- 
fue, viz. Scarcity of Corn and Viatuals, General Sickneffes, 
_and Peftilences inthe next , or within fome very few Suc. 
_ ceeding years; with Cautionary Preventions, : 
IV. The Cries of the Poor; and an ealy Way Propofed how there 
may be Twenty Thoufend Pounds a Week, at leaft, raifed 
Tor their Relief, about LONDON, and all Wanting People 
Plentifully Provided for , During thisand the like bard Sea- 
fons, yet no Man be a Penny the worfe in his Eftate. 


mdon, Printed by George Larkin, at the. 
tower End of Broadjfreet, next to Londo Wall, 168.4. 
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“id Le prefent Wonderful Frof, which isthe General Theme of 
Difcourfes. and. under the fad Effects whereof fo many 


rdinary Degrees, but towards Chrifimas became very7™ 
Sharp, 1h firft Week of January the River of Thames was {oFrozen, 
chat People began co Walk, over; On Monday Sanunarythe 7th, on the 
¢ the Adoon in Aquary, there were Expectations, and fome 
Likelyhood,of a Thaw, but prefently after it Freze more violently , 
and on the 1th and 11th in the morning, a Coach Plyed between the 
Temple and the Old Barge-houfe, yet towards Night the 11th (the Afeex 
having been in Oppofition to Sfupiter ) at Thaw'a a little; and the 
12 and 13th was fine Gentle Weather, yet not ranch Thawing; the Wind 
at North-Eaft , On the 13th it Froze gain briskly » rill 
the 19th, when a great szow fell; the «8th high,moft fharp, and peucing 
Winds, and -on the 23d the Air was more feverely Pesreing thant ever, and 
more Svow fell; And being the firft day of the Term, CoachesPly dat the 
Temple-Staires, and carried the Lawyers to Weftminster on the Ieex-and 
thence forwards the fame Continued , and whole Streets of Shedds e- 
very Where burit on the Thames, Thovfands Pafling: Buying, Selling, Drin- 
king» and Revellings € Lwith I could not fay on the. Lords Day too; ) 
and. moft forts of Trades-Shops.on the.{ce, (and amongft the refit a 
Printing-howfe there Erected) Balls Baited, and Thovfands of Specta- 
tors; all which frill continues at the Writing hereof, being Jamuary the 
29th, 168%. i 
Nay, below. the Bridge, hundyeds daily pafs3; The River Hitysber 
Gas lL am-cres ibly. informed ) where ris feveral Adiles broad, iskrozen 0- 
wer, and Vait Flakes of Icevare feen Floating in the Demnes, of Diverife 


Miles in Length, and proportionable Breadth. 


continuing ftill 


Thoulands of Poor Creatures Shiver and Pine, and Lan-+,4. 
gulfh-s Sezan about the midit of December 1683. at firft yo 
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As for Celeftial Caufes of this unufyal Col] 
ly,they were not wanting (For God general 
peréors) yet I find not that any of our Commo 
prehenfion, or gave any Aviats thereof Not that I wholly Explode Aftro« 
logy; 1 believe there is fomething init, and that jt may not be unfit for 
a Wife and Modef? Man to Study = but our Annual Prognofticators are 
generally Men of little Learning, and lefs Philofophy,-and ( what is worfe) 
many times very regular in their Lives; The God of Purity, who 
Commufilcates his. Secrets to thofethat fear him > Uluminates ‘hot De- 
bauchees y Sordid Flatterers, and 7 smitferverss ( whofe whole end-is to 
makea Noife, and Cheat People of their money,) with the knowledge of 
Supernal Myfteries; Nor can it be expe 


cted, That thofe who neither 
Know things paft , by ffistory ; nor take Notice of thin 


gs Prefcnt 5 by 
any {beady Judicions Obfervatien 5 fhould yet forefee things to come, 
Whether from any of the Late Tripple Conjunctions of the two Sype- 
Tor Planets, Saturn and Jupiter, or from fome of the late unufually fre- 
quent Comets, particulary the laft in Anguft 1683: which in 20 days with 
a Rapid motion, making its appearances in 4005 hurried through all the 
Signs Virgo, and Libra, and difappear’d in Scorpio, A Sagacioils Artift 
might not have given tome /tems of this Strange Weather. 1 will not De- 
termine: But if Comets he only (according to Ariffotles: Notion, which 
I queftion) bot and dry Exhdlations drawn up from the Earth, it would 
not be difficult to Judge that Severe Colds fhonld entue here below: For: 
Extreams in Nature, if they are not Caufes, are at leatt Fore. Runners of 
eneir Contrariess N or have there wanted Grand Configurations ot the Su- 
rior Bodies; During the time of this violent Frofr; As a Trine of ths 
Suz and Jupiter, an Oppofition of Saturn and Mars, But leaving the Difz 
jnifitionof thefe to the Cériots, having not Room fo Inlarge here, upon 
them 3; I haftento fatisfy the Common Reade with an Aliftovical Review 
of former Occurrences of this.kind ; which may check that Vulgar Cry 
Of Ignorance, That Never, O Never wz known the Like, 
_ v?vy in his fifth Book tells us of a Winter fo hard, That’ the River 
Tyberwas frozeh Over, ‘a matter very frange in fuch a Climate as Jal 
in the year 1234. the Adriatick Sea was {e 


aye 
oO frozen, that the Venetians 
Went Over the Jee thereof with Carts; Z 


~onaras alfures us, that in the 
Reign of that Emperour Conflartine (who for a Nafty Reafon in his 
Chriftning,was call’d Coprowymus) about the year 750. the Pontick Sea, was 
fo Congealed, That people for many miles travelled it on foot: And 
Morles and Carts loadén, pafled over the Fretum, orNartow part of it; Bue 
withal he adds, that the Susamer following was fo exceffive hot and dry.that 
“reat Rivers and moft Fountains were wholly. dryed ‘upy and People and 
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dnefs, though undoubted= 
y Governs lifervrs by Sa 
n Pretenders had the leaft Ap- 
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| Cattel perifht for want of water. In the year Sar. the rreateh Rivers - 
. [o£ Europe, asthe Riine, the Danubiws, the Elb, and the Sein, were fo 
_ |incrufted with Ice, that for the fpaceof above30 days, Carriages freely 
_| pafled along.on them, as on the Land. . 
_| But tolook nearer home----In the year of our Lord 136 5. and 49th , 
| |year of K. Edward the 3d, A Frost latted from the midit of Septemmer 
'|to the Month of Apri; but though 0 tedious, the Cold. was nothing fo. » 
jintenfeor violent as now. In the 15th year of the Reign of K. Henry 
ithe Eighth, after great Rains and Winds, ‘there followed fo fore 2 
iFroft, that many 4yed for cold, and fome loft Fangers.: Somme Tiers and 
imany their Nails. [ I follow the very words of Sir R. Bakers fol. 297.) 
(The fame Author tells us, That in the feventh yeat Of Oy Elizeberh, an, 
ithe 21. of December, begana Froft fo extream, thai ov New-Year 5- Daye. 
jEven people pafled-over the Thames on footy fome plaid at Foot BU. fome- 
Wot atPricks,asif ithad been firm grovnd; yetthis great Froft, the third : 
of Fanuary atnights began to Thaw; and by the fifth day, there was no, 
ice to be feeny but great Inundations folow:d: 
In the year 1609. [Which ’tis not impoffible, but fonre Living might re-. 
inember, being but 74 years ago) 4 Froft began in Deecimbcr, which cone. 
jinued till 4prz1 following, wich fuch violence,- that the Thames wags 
Lo frozen that Carts loaden, were frequently driven-over i mot fowls. 
and Birds were deflroyed. In the year 1637. wasanother F 4tsowhich:, 
rendred the Lhames paflable; fo in the year 1664. immed iacely follow- 
led by the Great Sickne/s; And ths like towards the latter. end of the 
lyear 1676: i 
Some of the Confequences of thefe extream Froj's,} have mertioe . 
ned, more I.might, 2/.are not Convenient; thofe thar confult Chyvrolee . 
cyomay eafily fatisfy themfelves ; a man may foon err in afligning Effedty . 
co fuch or fuch particnlar Cau/es, or adapting Events to Significators;, Alen 
pefty isthe firft Leflonin Wifdoms Sclool. Therefore as we have been. 
tudions in warter, of Fatt, paft, . but {paring as to Sequels; fo we 
hall retain the fame becoming renderne/s.as to Futures ; wherein we {hall - 
jeer our-Gourfe rather by the Guidance of Wurure inher ufyal Opera- 
Hons here below, than by curious Refeatches. inta remoter influential ; 
(anfes above, though not neglecting them neither, For the Oniver fe is 
(ative, Harmonicel, and Sympathetical, ané he that does not competently 
Inderftand the right Zeve of the whole, and the true Key of every part, 
yill make but ea Adujickwherever he lays his Clumfy Fingers. 
Firft then I fay, This Extremity of Cold prefages many Calantities an 
vils to attend Mankind, and the re& of ‘their Felow-Creatures; for ag. 
reionocent Inhabitants of the dir, ox expanded Suburbs of Heaven, 
bce Viz, 
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> “endangered by the Elements‘denying their afu-. 
s (wherein another'fourth part Of fhe: Creation, 
iz, Fibes, arefomewhat Concern’d) fo degradia man, taking advantage 
of this Cruel Weather , does for profit, or pleafure, or Vanity, deftroy 
sany thoufands ‘of them: Now'this great deftruction of them, is but 
« Fore runner of A4ortality amongft Creatures of greater value,-and even 
of men themfelves. Would. you know the reafon's I told you bu 
vy, Univerfal Nature is. Sympatherreal. 
odly. Thisimmoderate Cold locksup the Pores. of mens Bodies, and 
drives the natural Heat more Central , which occafions great Appetite and’ 
Drought , whence’ follows much and exceflive Eating and Drinking 
ofigrofs, fatt, fucculent Foods, and ftrozg Drinks; in all that have where- 
withal to procurethem3 which the voracious defiresdo at prefent feem 
able to bear and dige/? , yet really Natme is not able to do it ,-and fo by 
degrees there are feeds fown and Foundations laid for Difeafes. On the: 
ether hand, amonegft the Poor, Neceflity of feeding on waft and unufual 
Viands; for their fupportat prefent , or defect of due Nourifhment 
mutt to themdo as much mifchief, For want is as great (tho I think no 
fo Common) an Enemy to Nature, as Super fixity ; The way to prevenn] 
the(e mifchiefs is,for the Rich.to obferve Sobriety and Temperance, anad 
for the Poor to ule Difereties in their Diet , fora pint of AZ7z_ with 
quarter of a pint of Water, thickned with one Spoonful of Flower , an 
heated jultto Boyliag, and then putting intoit a few Crums of Breaca 
(ail which will not coft above a Penny ) fhall'give any perfon as zez 
yi(hing a Meal as the belt Surloyn of Beef or Capon. L mention not this tt 
prevent Benevolences towards the Poor, which all'that are able are boun 
to. Afford. but only to Advife them how to fupply themfelves when the 
rect’ not with. other Accomodations, but find Rich Mens Charity mo 
Frozen than the/ bames. 
adly: This Exceflive Froft Condenfes the Air,and renders it Suphure 


and Ouheale ny ef cially in fuch Cities as Londou 5 where S’a-eoals 2 
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generallyafed for Firing , and moft People (Cefpecially: Women) cre 
clofe to shofe fulfome Fires without ‘fing themfelves to proper B 
ercifes, whereby. their Blood ftagnates., and. becomes thickoand for 
whence are Generated the Scurvy; ftoppages of the Breafi, Coughsve 
fhortnefs of Breath = the ill effets whereof willmore manifeft themfeh 
mext Spring.and Summer. 

athly. This Difharmony and Inequality. of the Elements, portend’ 
dry bot Summer toenfue , for dll Extremes Cas before obferv’d) prod! 
their Contraries, which will not only Encreale Diftempers, bur [ff 
fone Epidemical Difeafe,and it isalfo a.Fore-runner of Dearth and: Se 
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Os / 
city, and the latter., ‘the more to be apprehended , becaufe we have 
had: feveral ple atiful and Fruitful Years, and very few of us ({carce any ) 
have Improved them to that End, for which they were given us by the 
Lord, and his hand maid, Nature; But moft that abound in Plenty, have 
Gratified their Lufts and Paffions, and-fuch as have not had wherewith 
mit the fame Intemperances in 4, have gone it in their Wells 
and defires ; And fhall not our God wifit # for thele and other crying 
Abominations, daily exhaled from our polluted frreets and Dwellings? 1 
will not take upon me to aveil 4 Plague ox Scarcity fhall be the xext Tear, 
-Fehovab the All-Wife, isthe. Limiter of Timesand Seafons for Extraor~. » 
dinary Judgments : Buc I may fay, that probably, according to the profpect - 


of Natural Caufes, fach Calamities feem not farr off, and ?ewil) concern - 


every Man living tO prepare for it 5 


Ou fapit ile animum Fortune preparat omut’ 
ed 
Levare malum. - 


waco Pravifumgue poet y Arte o—. a 
Fuvare Honume:- 


A Wife Man fitshis mind for every Chances 

And whilft he doth in Vertue’s Paths Advance > - 

Each promis’d.Ga0dy Encreafeth by his Skill, ; 

And kindly. Leffews every threatned Ji. 

But to proceed. Great and no lefs Fut are the Gries of the Poor infack 

a fharp and pinching Seafon asthis; Fer few of them have the Oppor- 
unity, orat leaft chePrudence and Fore-fight, to lay up any thing to fup- 
portthemin a néceflicous Times. ‘How many thoufands of very many 
‘Trades about this populous City » and elfewhere,. Cannot now poflibly 
follow theirCallings, or get any thing whereby to faftain themfelves and. 
Perifbing Families_with Bread 2: And can you; whom God has but 7#- 
trufied. with plentiful Eftates, gorge your felves with over-charged Tables 
eventoa furfeit, and Riot with exceffive Bottles of Wine , whilft your — 
Brethren thus languifo and Dye for want of Neceflaries 2 Camyou but 
ehink that God at fuch a Juncture calls upon you for his Quit-Rent out of 
thofe vaft Revenues which you hold méerly by the Tenure of his f-ee and | 


undeferved Gift’ — 
Great and truely Rcyal has our sracious Soveraigns Bounty and Cha- 


rity fhew’d it felf onthis occafion. as well by beftowing .4 Confider able 
Samm Pimfelf > 2s Commanding the Officers of every -Parifh to Impor- 
rune the Charity of all able Inhabitants. 

Purfuant to this Great and Generous Examples Methinks all you that 


are Loyal Subjects, and would be thonght geed Chriftians » fhould be 
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j 
forward to Contribute to the Common Neceffitiess And what if you 
fhonld refolve for oxe Day in ameck, (at leaft during fuchan haré time) 
CO reitrain.your felves fron) large Eating and fet Ateals, and wholly on 
that day forbear Libbing of Wine and itrong Liquors C1 dare promife 
you; icthallbeneverthe worfe for your Zedith, but the vetter , asalfo 
for your Bufzefs) and lmploy what you fo Save, in Cnaritable Ufes to 
the Reliefof the Poor ?-Sych athing bas been done on 3 Worfe occafion 
within ourMemory,and therefore is no: Im practicable. By this only means 
Within Leadons Bills of Mortality migiit eafily beraifed Twenty Thoufands 
pouvds a week for the Ler 5 And no Mena Farthing the worle, but ever 
In his Eikate che better (and much more in his Health, which is more 
Vaitable than the greatelt Ejtate in Chriftendeme) for without difpute 
toere are within that Circuit more than an Hundred ‘thoufand Families 
wilole Dinners cach Day Coft them (one With another )-more thanthree 
Shillings each » Tmean extravagantly, in Fie, -Fowls or Fifh, whena 
little Bread and Chec& » #4:ilk Or the like, might as well, Cnay f am fure 
‘70Uid better) for once at leaftin a Week, fupply Nature >; Now one hup- 
cred thoufand chree shillings is Fifteensthoufand pound; and tl 
£0 he doubted ¢ fince in this Age General 


hen "tis not 
ly more is {pent in Drax k, than 
“ittuals but that there are above one Hundred thoufandPerfons thar daily 


lavith away above twelve pence a Day in Wine., Brandy , “le, or fome 
flrong Licuors, which they forbearing but forone day in a week, and 


beftowir 2 as aforcizid, thereby may be raifed Pive thoufand pound more, 
aiid fo ta the whole Wenty thoufand pounds aweek , which jafily diftri- 
buted, would bravely fupply Four-{core thoufand Families » at Five fhil- 
lings a week a peice, or afford an hundred and threefcote thoufand Poor 
People belf a Crown a peice every week. | And will you fuffer fuch a 
han- abridge your wanton 


Number of Seals. to.perith , for want, rathert 
nneceflary 5 nay pernitioys Danities, 


Palates ane] Matiate Panzches of U 
one only Diy imaweek ? Look up thou \Sortsfh Epicure that Derye# it, 


and call chy telf Chriftien hence forwards if thou Dareft. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


a3. There isJat ‘ly publifht, A Treatife very Ufeful, Intituled--The Way 


ta Health , long Life, arid f1appine{s &. Tohe Sold by Andrew Sowle . 
at the Crooked Billet ip Flollaway-Lane neat Shore-Ditch, 
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